
Co-funded by the EU

European
e-Justice

Portal
A guide for lawyers 



Page 2

1
2

3
4

Table of Contents

About this
guide

Interactive tools
on the portal
2.1 Registers
2.2 Find a legal professional 
2.3 Online forms
2.4 Training of Justice professionals
2.5 Case-law and law databases

Other useful
interactive tools
with links
3.1 Law

3.2 Glossaries and translations

Information and
resources



Page 3

1. About this
guide
In 2010, the European Commission (EC) launched the e-
Justice portal (the Portal),  an electronic one-stop shop in
the area of justice. Its aim has always been to make life
easier for consumers and justice practitioners by providing
information on justice systems and improving access to
justice throughout the EU, in 23 languages.

The Portal incorporates interactive tools which are very
useful for EU lawyers. This quick start guide presents, in a
user-friendly way, the most useful Portal tools and
information pages for lawyers. 

Additionally, the guide also provides information on other
resources available on the Portal.

https://e-justice.europa.eu/
https://e-justice.europa.eu/
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2.2 Find a legal professional

2. Interactive tools
on the Portal

Business
registers

Insolvency 
registers

Beneficial ownership registers
interconnection system (BORIS)

Land 
registers

2.1 Registers

Find a Lawyer Find a Notary

2.3 Online forms

2.4 Training of Justice professionals

2.5 Case-law and law databases

 Ηyperlinks are included in
 all circles of this page

European Training Platform

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/beneficial-ownership-registers-interconnection-system-boris_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/business-registers-search-company-eu_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/land-registers-eu-countries_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/bankruptcy-insolvency-registers-search-insolvent-debtors-eu_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/business-registers-search-company-eu_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/bankruptcy-insolvency-registers-search-insolvent-debtors-eu_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/beneficial-ownership-registers-interconnection-system-boris_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/land-registers-eu-countries_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/lawyers_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/notaries_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/lawyers_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/notaries_en
https://european-training-platform.e-justice.europa.eu/about-platform
https://european-training-platform.e-justice.europa.eu/about-platform
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Business Registers
Since June 2017, the business registers of all EU Member States have
been interconnected and become searchable, as part of the Business
Registers Interconnection System (BRIS), set up in line with Directive
2012/17/EU and Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/884.
The business registers of Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway are also
included in this service. 

The core services provided by all registers are to register, examine and
store company information, such as information on a company's legal
form, its seat, capital and legal representatives.

The information provided through BRIS is gathered in real time from the
business registers of the Member States, without any fees for
companies; however, Member States may charge national fees for
certain documents.

To search for a company, use the company number and/or registration
number.

2.1 Registers

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/business-registers-search-company-eu_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/business-registers-search-company-eu_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32012L0017
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32012L0017
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2015.144.01.0001.01.ENG
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The Insolvency Registers Interconnection search interface enables searches for insolvent
entities, either natural or legal persons, within the EU in accordance with Article 25 of
Regulation (EU) 2015/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council.

The system offered is similar to the one for Business registers, a service interconnecting the
decentralised national insolvency registers of the Member States, which does not constitute
a centralised EU insolvency register. Consequently, no data is stored or maintained on the
Commission systems. A request is sent to the national registers, and the reply is returned
within a few seconds. Coverage has been expanded to the great majority of Member States.

The search is by the name of the debtor and by Registration ID (company registration
number or personal identification) in the Member States’ registers. An advanced search, and
search of insolvency proceedings of individual debtors, allows users to search using
different criteria according to the national insolvency law of each Member State, for which
there are search instructions per Member State.

The Member States’ registers may have specific national rules on the necessary search
criteria, how long data is retained, etc. For the time being, the service is available only in the
EU Member States’ registers which have completed the interface set up in accordance with
Article 25 of Regulation (EU) 2015/848 – this excludes, at the time of writing, Czechia,
Denmark, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Slovakia and Slovenia.

There is a core set of common information for all insolvency records in the participating
Member States, some mandatory, some optional. Among the mandatory items are: the date
of opening of the insolvency proceedings, type of insolvency proceedings (based on a list of
predefined values centrally managed by the Commission), and the jurisdiction for opening
the proceedings. Finally, there is extensive information on the national rules and registers in
each Member State.

Insolvency registers

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/bankruptcy-insolvency-registers-search-insolvent-debtors-eu_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2015/848/oj/eng
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BORIS is a tool for linking national central registers containing
information on the beneficial owners of companies and other legal
entities, trusts and other types of legal arrangements.

In accordance with Directive (EU) 2015/849 as amended by Directive
(EU) 2018/843, BORIS will gradually connect the beneficial ownership
registers of all EU Member States as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein
and Norway. To date, the registers in 15 Member States plus Iceland
can be searched. Certain information may be restricted from public
access in accordance with national law, while information subject to a
fee will only become available on the Portal at a later stage.

A beneficial owner can be searched by entity name and/or entity
registration number. A list of results will appear with the fee and
respective beneficial ownership information. You then need to pay
and download.

The Portal has links to all the national registries (whether or not they
are yet connected to BORIS).

Beneficial ownership
registers interconnection
system (BORIS)

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/beneficial-ownership-registers-interconnection-system-boris_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02015L0849-20241230
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Land 
registers
There is no equivalent search function across EU land registers as there
is for business, insolvency and beneficial ownership registers. 

The European Land Registry Association is working on improving co-
ordination between the national registers.

The Portal nevertheless contains links to the national registers, which
all share a common purpose: to register, examine and store land and
property information, such as location and ownership, and to make this
information available to the public and professional customers. 

Each national link also contains information about the land registration
system in the Member State concerned.

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land/land-registers-eu-countries_en
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The opening page of this section of the Portal contains information about the range of legal
professionals in the EU: judges, public prosecutors, court staff, bailiffs, lawyers and notaries. The
Portal also covers legal translators/interpreters, experts and forensic experts, and mediators.

The only two legal professions which have searchable EU-wide databases are lawyers and notaries.
That means that there is a single source for finding either a lawyer or a notary in one of the Member
States of the EU, as explained below.

For the other professions listed (legal translators/interpreters, experts and forensic experts, and
mediators), there are links to many national databases and national information, but no EU-wide
searchable database.

Find a lawyer

A lawyer can be found throughout the EU based on the lawyer’s name, location, spoken language, or
practice area. The information is obtained and kept up-to-date through the use of national bars’
databases. However, not all Member States are yet connected (at the time of writing, there are 18
Member States plus Norway). The European Commission aims to have full EU coverage in due course.

Find a notary

This is a similarly searchable database found on the Portal. 22 Member States’ data are covered by
the search function, and notaries can be found based on their location, spoken language and/or name.

2.2 Find a legal
professional

Find a Lawyer Search Engine Interface

Find a Notary Search Engine Interface

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/lawyers_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/lawyers_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/notaries_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional/notaries_en


One of the Portal’s main attractions is that it offers a single access point to a variety of online forms available for use
in relation to EU instruments. 

There is a small interactive part, which is called the Dynamic forms wizard which helps a user decide whether
either a European payment order (for uncontested claims) or a small claims form is the correct procedure for the
recovery of money in certain circumstances. 

Otherwise the Portal offers access to online forms for all Member States in the following areas.
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2.3 Online Forms

European Payment
Order Small claims Serving documents Taking of evidence

Brussels IIb
Regulation

Brussels IIa
Regulation

Maintenance
obligations

Judgements in civil
and commercial

matters
Legal aid European

enforcement order

European account
preservation order

Compensation for
crime victims Public documents

European
certificate of
succession

Mutual recognition
of protection

measures

Ηyperlinks are included in
 all content of the boxes

https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/dynform-wizard_en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action/online-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-payment-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/small-claims-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/serving-documents-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/taking-of-evidence-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/brussels-iib-regulation-matrimonial-matters-and-matters-parental-responsibility-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-payment-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-payment-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/small-claims-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/serving-documents-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/taking-of-evidence-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/brussels-iib-regulation-matrimonial-matters-and-matters-parental-responsibility-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/brussels-iib-regulation-matrimonial-matters-and-matters-parental-responsibility-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/brussels-iia-regulation-matrimonial-matters-and-matters-parental-responsibility-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/brussels-iia-regulation-matrimonial-matters-and-matters-parental-responsibility-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/brussels-iia-regulation-matrimonial-matters-and-matters-parental-responsibility-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/maintenance-obligations-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/judgments-civil-commercial-matters-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/legal-aid-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-enforcement-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-account-preservation-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/compensation-crime-victims-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/public-documents_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-certificate-succession_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/mutual-recognition-protection-measures-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/maintenance-obligations-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/maintenance-obligations-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/judgments-civil-commercial-matters-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/judgments-civil-commercial-matters-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/judgments-civil-commercial-matters-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/legal-aid-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-enforcement-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-enforcement-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-account-preservation-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-account-preservation-order-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/compensation-crime-victims-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/compensation-crime-victims-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/public-documents_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-certificate-succession_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-certificate-succession_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/european-certificate-succession_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/mutual-recognition-protection-measures-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/mutual-recognition-protection-measures-forms_en
https://online-forms.e-justice.europa.eu/online-forms/mutual-recognition-protection-measures-forms_en


The next area in which an interactive tool can be found concerns the
training of justice professionals. There is a good deal of information on
judicial training on the Portal – about national training systems, good
training practices, judicial training policy and judicial training networks
and structures.

But the interactive part is the European Training Platform (ETP). ETP
is a search tool for those legal practitioners and justice professionals
who want to train themselves on any practice area of EU law or
related matters. The ETP includes self-learning material on a great
variety of topics.

Recognised training providers supply information about the training
they organise in the EU and in different languages. The European
Commission contributes to the platform with ready-to-use training
materials or handbooks produced with EU financial support.
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2.4 Training of Justice
Professionals

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/trainings-judicial-networks-and-agencies/training-justice-professionals/european-training-platform_en
https://european-training-platform.e-justice.europa.eu/training-providers-0


There is searchable functionality on the Portal in case-law.
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2.5 Case-law and law databases

Case-Law

ECLI
The European Case Law Identifier (ECLI) has been developed to facilitate the
unequivocally correct citation of judgments from European and national courts. A set of
uniform metadata has helped to improve search facilities. Easy access to judicial
decisions of other Member States is of growing importance in reinforcing the role of the
national judge in applying and upholding EU law. 

The obstacle of differences in national case law identification systems, citation rules
and technical fields describing the characteristics of a judgment has been removed by
the European Commission having developed a multi-lingual ECLI search engine.

ECLI is a uniform identifier that has the same recognisable format for all Member States
and EU courts. It is composed of five, mandatory, elements, separated by a colon:

      ECLI to identify the identifier as being a European Case Law Identifier

      The country code

      The code of the court that rendered the judgment

      The year the judgment was rendered

      An ordinal number, up to 25 alphanumeric characters 

There is information on the Portal about which Member States have introduced ECLI
and which are planning to do so, and also information on implementation of ECLI by the
Court of Justice of the European Union and the European Patent Office.

Freedom of movement and other union citizens'
rights

This is a search engine that contains case law of higher
national courts pertaining mostly to the implementation of
Directive 2004/38/EC on the right of citizens of the Union
and their family members to move and reside freely within the
territory of the Member States.

The database focuses particularly on the entry and residence
requirements that may be imposed on EU nationals and their
family moving to another EU country, definition of a family
member, and the grounds on which a Member State is entitled
to restrict their rights. The documents returned by the search
tool are a result of an outsourced commissioned project.

https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/legislation-and-case-law/european-case-law-identifier-ecli-search-engine_en?clang=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/legislation-and-case-law/freedom_of_movement_and_other_union_citizens_rights_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32004L0038
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This covers the national law of EU countries. There is a single entry
point to individual EU countries' national law databases.The user
must choose a country from the list or the map to search for legal
acts, or find out more about its legal system. The user can also click
on a link for a list of national law databases from non-EU countries –
but the full N-Lex functionality is not available for these sites.

3. Other useful interactive tools
with links listed in the Portal

From the EU perspective, many laws of the Member States
implement EU law. In particular, this is the case for national
law implementing EU directives. Those looking for such
implementing measures, by which the Member States
have incorporated certain provisions of EU law, can use
the relevant search function at the EUR-Lex database.

There are searchable databases on law, both national and EU-wide, that can be
discovered through the Portal, although the databases are established elsewhere.

3.1 Law

N-Lex EUR-Lex

https://n-lex.europa.eu/index?lang=en
https://n-lex.europa.eu/index?lang=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=en
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InterActive Terminology for Europe (IATE) is a multilingual term database used for translations
within the European institutions.

It consists of a search engine for expressions and phrases used in all areas of European Union
activity. It requires rather professional knowledge of the target language in order to be used
properly. It is a very useful tool for professional translators while not being wholly suitable for the
general public, judicial authorities or legal professionals. The translations of expressions and
phrases are entered by the translators themselves to create new references or supplement
existing ones. Suggestions for translations are provided for several, but not all, official languages
of the European Union.

Through IATE, the Comparative Multilingual Legal Vocabulary (VJM) can be found. VJM is a
collection of multilingual terminological data entries found in multiple domestic legal systems (24
languages and 30 legal systems), resulting from comprehensive research work on comparative
law undertaken by the lawyer-linguists of the Court of Justice of the European Union.

The VJM's terminological data entries have very detailed information such as definitions
(adapted to each legal system), notes on comparative law, legal references (legislation, case law
and academic legal writing from national, EU and international legal systems), the different
designations of a concept (in the same language and sometimes different depending on the legal
system), a clear indication of the origin of a term (functional equivalent or formulation —
circumlocution), warning notes (legal false friends, risk of confusion, obsolete terms), concept
trees allowing to see the semantic relationships between concepts at a glance, etc.

3.2 Glossaries and translations

EU Vocabularies
The EU Vocabularies website provides access to
vocabularies managed by the EU institutions and
bodies. This includes controlled vocabularies,
schemes, ontologies, data models, etc. As part of the
EU open data initiative, the EU Vocabularies site offers
free public access to all of its content. This thesaurus
exists in 23 official languages of the European Union.

https://iate.europa.eu/home
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-vocabularies
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https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/family-matters-inheritance_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/family-matters-inheritance_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/family-matters-inheritance_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/family-matters-inheritance_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/family-matters-inheritance_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/money-monetary-claims_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/court-procedures_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/court-procedures_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/taking-legal-action_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/your-rights_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/your-rights_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/your-rights_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/find-legal-professional_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/legislation-and-case-law_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/legislation-and-case-law_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/legislation-and-case-law_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/legislation-and-case-law_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/registers-business-insolvency-land_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/training-judicial-networks-and-agencies_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/training-judicial-networks-and-agencies_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/training-judicial-networks-and-agencies_en?language=en
https://e-justice.europa.eu/topics/training-judicial-networks-and-agencies_en?language=en
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